
 

 

HILLSDALE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

33 McCollum Street, Suite 210 • Hillsdale, MI 49242 

 

Agenda 
 

Wednesday, July 17, 2024, 1:00 p.m. 

 

1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 

3. Public Comment 

4. Correspondences - None 

5. Approval of Minutes - May 15, 2024 

6. Approval of Agenda 

7. Public Hearings - None scheduled 

8. Unfinished Business 

9. New Business 

a. Farmland and Open Space Preservation Program Applications 

i. Ransom Township - Bender (Section 13 T8S R2W 59.83 acres m/l) 

Program Type: Farmland Development Rights Agreement 

b. 2025 Budget Request 

10. Any Other Business/On-going Business  

a. Continued discussion on update of Master Plan 

i. Program: How to Update & Implement a Master Plan - 2:00 p.m. 

b. Review of members terms expiring at the end of 2024 

- Townships (Vacant) 

- Education (Reehl) 

11. Public Comment 

12. Adjournment  

Next Meeting:  Wednesday, September 18, 2024 @ 7:00 p.m. 

 



 

 

HILLSDALE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

33 McCollum Street, Suite 210 • Hillsdale, MI 49242 

 

Minutes - Draft 
 

Wednesday, May 15, 2024 

 

1. Call to Order - Vice-Chair Belson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

2. Roll Call 

Members Present:; Denese Belson; Samuel Fry; Peter Merritt; Steve Lanius; 

Michael Clark; Jack McLain 

Members Absent: Troy Reehl, Secretary - Excused; Namrata Carolan, Chair - Excused 

Public Present: Nicolas Wheeler; Brad Benzing 

3. Public Comment - None 

4. Correspondences  

a. Southern Towers BTS, LP - Jonesville Road - New Tower Submission - The 

notice of submission was acknowledged by the Planning Commission.  
 
 

5. Approval of Minutes - Motion by Clark to approve the March 20, 2024 minutes. Second by 

Merritt. Approved unanimously. 
 

6. Approval of Agenda - Motion by Lanius to approve the May 15, 2024 agenda. Second by 

Merritt. Approved unanimously. 
 

7. Public Hearings - No public hearings scheduled. 

8. Unfinished Business - None 

9. New Business  

a. Farmland and Open Space Preservation Program Applications 

i. Wright Township - Leininger (Section 20 T8S R1W 27.7 acres m/l) 

Program Type: Farmland Development Rights Agreement - Motion by  

Fry to recommend approval of the application. Second by Clark. 

Approved unanimously. 

b. Discussion on changing meeting time - Motion by Merritt to keep the 2024 

Meeting Scheduled times as originally approved.  Second by Clark. Approved 

unanimously. 
 

10. Any Other Business/On-going Business  

a. Continued discussion on update of Master Plan 

There was some discussion on the presentation Harmony Fierke-Gmazel 

from Michigan State University Extension gave at the March meeting.  

Fry moved to schedule the educational program titled “Updating and 

Implementing a Master Plan” for 2:00 pm after the next regularly 

scheduled meeting of the Hillsdale County Planning Commission on July 

17, 2024 pending Ms. Fierke-Gmazel’s availability. Second by Clark.  The 

motion approved unanimously.  Further discussion on alternate plans 

should Ms. Fierke-Gmazel not be available on July 17th include a 



 

 

potential special meeting being called.  It was the consensus of those in 

attendance that upon confirmation of the program being scheduled that all 

Hillsdale County Municipalities be notified of this event via electronic 

mail and that officials from the municipalities be invited and that the cost 

to attend be paid by either the municipality or the individual attending. 
 

11. Public Comment - None 
 

12. Adjournment - Motion to adjourn by Merritt. Second by Clark. Approved unanimously to 

adjourn at 7:28 p.m. 

 

_________________________________ 

Troy Reehl, Secretary   

 

Recorded by: Nicolas Wheeler, Equalization Director, County of Hillsdale 



 

MARNEY M. KAST      ABE DANE 
 

County Clerk         Chief Deputy Clerk 
mkast@co.hillsdale.mi.us  a.dane@co.hillsdale.mi.us
    

Court House, Room #1     Phone: (517) 437-3391 
29 N. Howell Street   Fax:  (517) 437-3392 
Hillsdale, Michigan 49242 
 

 
May 29, 2024 
 
Hillsdale County Planning Commission 
C/O Hillsdale County Equalization Dept. 
33 McCollum Street 
Hillsdale, MI 49242 
 
RE: PA 116 enrollment application for Daniel & Deborah Bender in Ransom Twp 
 
Mr. Nick Wheeler   
 
The Hillsdale County Clerk is in receipt of an application for enrollment in PA 116 from: 
 
RANSOM TOWNSHIP 
 
SEC 13 T8S R2W  
Parcel #: 30 16 013 100 020 13 8 2, and; 
Parcel #: 30 16 013 100 021 13 8 2 
 
             
Daniel & Deborah Bender 
8241 Prattville Rd 
Pittsford, MI 49271 
 
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Please find enclosed a copy of the application for enrollment.  
 
For me to complete the application, I need a separate letter from the Hillsdale County 
Planning Commission indicating approval for inclusion of the property within the 
provisions of PA 116.  
 
Please reply at the earliest possible time.  If you have any questions or concerns, please 
contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Abe Dane 
Chief Deputy Clerk  
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For your 2025 budget request, you will need to fill out the yellow tabs.

Budget Request Tab

This tab is your 2025 requested budget.  

Please fill out the column labeled 2025 Budget Request

Equipment Request Tab

This tab is to request items above and beyond your normal operating budget.

Please fill out this tab with as much detail as possible.

Requested Wages Tab

This tab is for your employee wages and fringes.

Current Employees

Please use current pay schedules in place for 2025

New Employee Requests

You can request additional employees in this section

 Please included the desired job title and rate of pay. 

Please base the rate of pay off a current pay schedule.

All Other Tabs

All other Tabs are informational, and designed to help you build your budget.

Use these tabs in any way that helps you.

INSTRUCTIONS 



Department Name: Planning Commission

Department #701.00

Brief Description of department duties and activties

The Planning Commission duties include review of site plans for potential building projects, regulation of land use, zoning 

ordinance adoption and amendment, re-zoning requests, preparation of a Master Plan, Capital Improvement Plan and review 

of capital projects.
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PLANNING COMMISSION 2022 2022 2023 2023 2024 2024 2025

AMENDED ACTIVITY AMENDED ACTIVITY AMENDED ACTIVITY BUDGET 

DESCRIPTION BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET 7/5/2024 REQUEST

PERMANENT SALARIES

PER DIEM- PLANNING 1,350             1,350             1,350             385                

FICA 84                  80                  76                  

MEDICARE 20                  19                  18                  

RETIREMENT

OFFICE SUPPLIES 50                  50                  50                  

POSTAGE 100                100                100                

TRAVEL/MILEAGE 500                500                1,000             

SEMINARS & EDUCATION 1,000             1,000             

SPECIAL PROJECTS 1,300             1,300             6,000             

ADVERTISING 250                250                500                

  TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS 3,654             4,649             10,094          385                -                 
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EQUIPMENT REQUEST Department Planning Commission

Item Decription Explanation 2025 Cost 2026 Cost
Future Costs (Maintenance, 

Operational, etc.)

Example ---> New Desk Basic Office Desk

One of the office desk legs has broken, and the 

desk is very old, and needs replaced

1,000.00$       

Total -$                 -$                 -$                                          
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3 Year Budget History PLANNING COMMISSION 2021 2021 2022 2022 2023 2023

Original vs Amended ORIGINAL AMENDED ORIGINAL AMENDED ORIGINAL AMENDED

GL NUMBER DESCRIPTION BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET

APPROPRIATIONS

101-701.00-704.000 PERMANENT SALARIES 7,285         7,285          

101-701.00-707.000 PER DIEM- PLANNING 1,350         1,350          1,350       1,350       

101-701.00-715.000 FICA 452             452              84               84                80            80            

101-701.00-716.000 MEDICARE 106             106              20               20                19            19            

101-701.00-718.000 RETIREMENT 475             475              

101-701.00-727.000 OFFICE SUPPLIES 20               20                50               50                50            50            

101-701.00-729.000 POSTAGE 100             100              100             100              100          100          

101-701.00-860.000 TRAVEL/MILEAGE 50               50                500             500              500          500          

101-701.00-861.000 SEMINARS & EDUCATION 70               70                1,000       1,000       

101-701.00-862.000 SPECIAL PROJECTS 932             932              1,300         1,300          1,300       1,300       

101-701.00-900.000 ADVERTISING 160             160              250             250              250          250          

  TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS 9,650         9,650          3,654         3,654          4,649       4,649       

Page 5 of 7



701.00 - PLANNING COMMISSION 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 % of Budget

10 Year History ACTIVITY ACTIVITY ACTIVITY ACTIVITY ACTIVITY ACTIVITY ACTIVITY ACTIVITY ACTIVITY ACTIVITY Average Average

GL NUMBER DESCRIPTION

APPROPRIATIONS

Dept 701.00 - PLANNING COMMISSION

101-701.00-704.000 PERMANENT SALARIES 6,920 2,543 4,732 130.55%

101-701.00-707.000 PER DIEM- PLANNING

101-701.00-715.000 FICA 338 125 232 6.39%

101-701.00-716.000 MEDICARE 79 29 54 1.49%

101-701.00-718.000 RETIREMENT 450 165 308 8.48%

101-701.00-727.000 OFFICE SUPPLIES 22 22 0.61%

101-701.00-729.000 POSTAGE 40 40 1.10%

101-701.00-810.000 MEMBERSHIPS & DUES

101-701.00-860.000 TRAVEL/MILEAGE

101-701.00-861.000 SEMINARS & EDUCATION

101-701.00-862.000 SPECIAL PROJECTS

101-701.00-900.000 ADVERTISING 83 79 81 2.23%

101-701.00-901.000 PRINTING & BINDING

101-701.00-956.000 MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSE

  Totals for dept 701.00 - PLANNING COMMISSION 83 7,849 2,941 3,624 100.00%

TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS 83 7,849 2,941

Revenue Total

Wages Total -           -           -           -           -           -           6,920       2,543       -           1,051       87.03%

Fringes Total -           -           -           -           -           -           867           319           -           132           10.91%

Operating Total -           83             -           -           -           -           62             79             -           25             2.06%

Expense Total -           83             -           -           -           -           7,849       2,941       -           1,208       100.00%

Net -           (83)           -           -           -           -           (7,849)      (2,941)      -           -           (1,208)      
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PLANNING COMMISSION

ADVERTISING

TOTALS YEAR

DESCRIPTION/VENDOR 2015 2021 Grand Total

HILLSDALE DAILY NEWS 83       83                  

HILLSDALE MEDIA GROUP 79       79                  

Grand Total 83       79       162               

Average Annual Expenditures 81       

Page 7 of 7


	Agenda - July 17, 2024
	Draft Minutes - May 15, 2024
	PA 116 Enrollment Application Letter from County Clerk - Bender
	PA 116 Enrollment Application - Bender
	PA 116 Enrollment Map - Bender
	2025 Hillsdale County Budget Request Letter from the Finance Manager/Budget Committee
	2025 Hillsdale County Budget Request (Instructions Page)
	2025 Hillsdale County Budget Request (Department Description)
	2025 Hillsdale County Budget Request Line Item Spreadsheet
	2025 Hillsdale County Budget Request Equipment Request Form
	2025 Hillsdale County Budget Request (3 Year Line Item Budget History)
	2025 Hillsdale County Budget Request (10 Year Line Item Budget History
	2025 Hillsdale County Budget Request (Advertising History)


